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SCOO PILOT

SAILING CLUB OF ORIENTAL

SUMMER, FALL  2017                                                                             Gordon Kellogg, Editor
COMMODORE’S MESSAGE                                                     Commodore Ray Ruppert
Greetings fellow cruisers! What a successful cruising season we had! Twenty-six different boats participated in our numerous cruises this year. Even as I write this note, several SCOO boats are underway to various southern locations from Charleston to the Bahamas. If you did not participate in a club cruise, you are missing some great opportunities to join other cruisers on the water as well as some very enjoyable fellowship on land. You can read all about our cruises in the Vice-Commodore’s report later in this edition of the Pilot.
 

If you are looking for information about past and upcoming events or other club matters, visit our website www.scoo.org. Go to the site and you will see many pictures of our club’s activities. If you look closely, you will see many of our club members stylishly dressed in SCOO finery. You too can be equally well dressed at the next SCOO event by ordering similar items from our club’s haberdasher, Pat Dallas. We plan to have items on display at our Annual Meeting and Change of Watch in January to give you an opportunity to place your order.

 

Speaking of the Annual Meeting and Change of Watch, your Board of Governors is hard at work preparing for our on January 20, 2018 meeting. Given our very successful cruising season, I’m sure we will be giving out a lot of cruising awards! Look for meeting details when you receive your membership renewal form in the mail later this month.

 

Lastly, I’m pleased to report several items of good news from our last Board of Governors (BOG) meeting:

 

· We have several new club members. Please join in welcoming them to the club:

· Tom and Diane Carbone  - Tomfoolery
· Dennis and Lisa Marlin - Sterling
· Don (Rock) Rockwell and Diane Lemieux – Simple Pleasure
· Kevin and Mary Guilfoyle - Meridian
· Rusty Boltz and Sharon Jacobs (Lady Jake) are prospective members of the club. Please help to make them feel welcomed.

 

As I wrote the last edition of the Pilot, I once again wish to extend my sincere thanks to the Officers and members of the BOG for all of their efforts to make our club the cruising club of Oriental. My heartfelt thanks also goes out to the many members of our club for assisting the Officers and BOG in both organizing and executing all of the events and activities outlined in this edition of our newsletter. To those members who have yet to participate in club activities, I urge you to join us in the fun and fellowship. Don’t miss out on the greatest benefit of club membership – get involved!

 

See you on the water!

VICE COMMODORE’S MESSAGE                      Vice Commodore Chris Behre
  
The 2017 cruising season is just about complete!  As I write this the first SCOO squadron is underway for an adventuristic cruise to the Bahamas.  More boats to follow later this month. Our cruisers have been active this year and I will briefly describe the events.  But to really get the details you need to check out the cruise reports on the SCOO web site.   

Spring Cruise.  On May 15th, two groups of boats departed the Neuse River ultimately headed for Manteo to start the Albemarle Loop. Staying with the original plan of sailing to Ocracoke first were Juniata, Prosperity, Stimulus, and Bluejacket (Miranda joining for Ocracoke only). Eight boats decided to avoid the long haul from Ocracoke to Manteo and took the intra-coastal route via Belhaven and Alligator River: Jorum, Bonkers Two, Out of the Blue, Lady K, Pelican, Martinique, Lulu, and Quixotic. Kory joined us for the Columbia visit, and Martinique headed home after the Manteo visit. We found we were warmly welcomed at each port, and enjoyed free two night dockage at Columbia, Edenton, and Albemarle Plantation. We all departed Albemarle Plantation in different directions, with Bonkers Two and Out of the Blue heading north to the Chesapeake for an extended cruise, while Jorum, Pelican, and Stimulus left a day early to avoid weather, and Juniata, Lady K, Bluejacket, and Quixotic stayed in Albemarle Plantation a day or two more waiting for a better weather window to return home. 

We had a great float entered into the Croaker Festival parade – pictures on our website.

Full Moon Cruise 2017 - The July Full Moon trip was a success but you could not have predicted that from the weather forecasts. The forecast was for high winds and a high chance of thunder storms. Ten boats braved the dodgy forecast and sailed and motored over to South River. Six stayed overnight (see asterisk). Bluejacket served as the pot luck platform as they had the biggest anchor and the most confidence in their anchor gear. We all swapped stories and dishes as Jerry and Donna dealt with just possibly too many people on their boat. Many boats raised anchor after dinner and headed back due to the ever present threat of storms. 

2017 SCOO Annual Picnic - Nearly 50 SCOO members stared down the rain and gathered at the Arlington Place clubhouse to eat, drink and be merry! Thanks to Diane and Rock!  

2017 SCOO Which Way the Wind Blows - On Tuesday July 25th six boats departed the Oriental area for the Which Way the Wind Blows cruise to Beaufort. Around 1530 we rounded Radio Island and hailed Beaufort Docks on the VHF for docking instructions as we made the Taylor Creek Junction marker to starboard. The Dock master and his assistant put all of us in their basin together. The entire cruise held mostly blue skies and gentle breezes for the three days. We arrived back at our slips with fond memories of good times with good friends at a great port. 

2017 SCOO Moonlight “Sail”  Undaunted by thunderstorms, torrential rains and high winds, the captains and crews of the Jorum, Pelican, Lansa, Sterling, Prosperity, Lady Jake and the Lady K gathered to watch a full moon rise over the placid waters of Greens Creek from the exceptional viewing point of Ruppert’s Marina and Salad Bar. As luck would have it, the clouds broke just in time for a captivating group photo which caught not only all the fearless sailors but the moon in all its glory. After the photo shoot, all retired to the “clubhouse” for a variety of superb summer salads, liquid refreshments and a host of sea stories. tales.

2017 SCOO Bath Cruise  The scheduled Bath/Washington Cruise for 11-14 September was cancelled due to the weather caused by the remnants of Hurricane Irma. However, five boats took advantage of better weather later in the week and cruised to Bath for two nights on the 13-15 of September. We didn’t have much wind, so we motored both ways. Bath is a great town to visit, albeit pretty limited.

COMMODORE’S CUP 2017 - Unlike last year, when there was no wind, this year’s Commodore’s Cup was delayed a day to allow winds associated with Hurricane Maria to subside. In spite of a day’s delay, the wind gods still challenged each of the participants. Favorable winds gave way to light then quirky winds all of which was accompanied by rising temperatures.. In sum, a fine day on and off the water for all who participated.

River Dunes Cruise 2017 - A fun time was had by all who attended the 2017 SCOO River Dunes Cruise Friday, August 25th and Saturday, August 26th. All vessels arrived safely and in time for a sunny afternoon of poolside relaxation.  SCOO welcomed brand new members Kevin and Mary Guilgoyle and also the lovely guests of Joe and Paula Valinoti. Mother Nature ushered a great cruise home.

MUMFEST 2017 – Six boats participated in the annual MUMFEST cruise to New Bern.  We had a delightful sail to New Bern, but dying winds required motoring home.  As always, the comradery amongst SCOO folks was delightful!  

Overnight to South River, - Three boats participated in the south river cruise.  Awaiting cruise report to be posted by the cruise captain.  Kevin and Mary Guilgoyle completed their required two cruises and earned the coveted SCOO burgee!

What a great year!  We had over 26 boats participating in cruises, and we had a lot of successful cruises, thanks to Mother Nature!  

 
MEMBERSHIP  REPORT                                  Donna Luh, Membership Chairman
Welcome aboard 4 new members…

Three new member couples completed their last membership requirements on the South River Moonbeam cruise July 10th and were awarded their burgees during the happy hour.

· Tom and Diane Carbone aboard “Tomfoolery” a 32’ Beneteau 

· sponsored by Ray and Kathy Ruppert

· Don (Rock) Rockwell and Diane Lemieux aboard “Simple Pleasure” a 36’ Hunter

· sponsored by Dick and Donna Mannion

· Dennis and Lisa Marlin aboard “Sterling” a 30’ Catalina

· sponsored by Ray and Kathy Ruppert

The fourth new member couple may have made history in meeting their requirements.  

· Kevin and Mary Guilfoyle were presented to and approved by the board to begin their membership requirements on August 7th and completed their requirements at the South River Pizza Cruise on October 27th and 28th  aboard their Albin trawler “Meridian”.  They were sponsored by Art and Elise Tierney.  They will be traveling on their boat this winter to points south and we look forward to their return next spring with stories to share.
Prospective Members:

· Rusty Boltz and Sharon Jacobs are having issues with their boat “Lady Jake”, and were granted an extension at the October meeting of the SCOO Board Directors to complete their requirements.

There are no new applicants at this time but we encourage everyone to search out possible members and invite them to join in the fun and enjoyment of sharing the beautiful waters of the Neuse River and surrounding tributaries.
Submitted October 30, 2017

Donna Luh

CRUISE AND SOCIAL ACTIVITIES REPORTS                            

OCRACOKE CRUISE                                                          Roger and Leslie Hammer                                 
See report below.
ALBEMARLE LOOP CRUISE                                                  Chris and Jamie Behre                                  
On May 15th, two groups of boats departed the Neuse River ultimately headed for Manteo to start the Albemarle Loop. Staying with the original plan of sailing to Ocracoke first were Juniata, Prosperity, Stimulus, and Bluejacket (Miranda joining for Ocracoke only). Eight boats decided to avoid the long haul from Ocracoke to Manteo and took the intracoastal route via Belhaven and Alligator River: Jorum, Bonkers Two, Out of the Blue, Lady K, Pelican, Martinique, Lulu, and Quixotic. Kory joined us for the Columbia visit, and Martinique headed home after the Manteo visit. We found we were warmly welcomed at each port, and enjoyed free two night dockage at Columbia, Edenton, and Albemarle Plantation. We all departed Albemarle Plantation in different directions, with Bonkers Two and Out of the Blue heading north to the Chesapeake for an extended cruise, while Jorum, Pelican, and Stimulus left a day early to avoid weather, and Juniata, Lady K, Bluejacket, and Quixotic stayed in Albemarle Plantation a day or two more waiting for a better weather window to return home. 
Every port had something special. In Manteo we enjoyed great shopping and restaurants. In Columbia we toured the Stiletto boat building center, owned by Jay and Meg Phillips, who were waiting to see if they would receive a grant to expand. Quite fascinating! We have since learned that their grant was approved and they are looking forward to many cruisers stopping in to visit in the future. In Edenton we were treated to their first Sunday concert on the waterfront, a wonderful happy hour at Edenton Bay Trading Co, hosted by owner Malcolm, and a wonderful dinner at Watermans Grill. At Albemarle Plantation we enjoyed their beautiful clubhouse where we were treated to several free bottles of wine which they let us chose, free games of bocce ball, and free reign usage of their clubhouse porch for games. I would say Albemarle Plantation went out of their way to make us feel welcome. 
We had spectacular weather for the first half of the cruise, but it slowly deteriorated as the second week went by, causing the breaking up of the group for weather purposes. We all arrived back at home base safe. 
Jamie and I were cruise captains and hosted Manteo. But, the effort by each person on this trip resulted in a great experience for all. A special thanks to those cruisers that took on cruise captain responsibilities for each port – the Luhs for Ocracoke, the Chapliks for Columbia, the Taylors for Edenton, and the Gloriosos for Albemarle Plantation, We had some interesting problems fitting our large group into the small town docks, but the cruise captains and especially Bob and Stacey Taylor made it work. And thanks to the Luhs for agreeing to anchor at Columbia. 
Chris
MOREHEAD CITY/CAPE LOOKOUT                                    Pat and Almira Dallas                                    
Finally! SCOO has had to cancel the Cape Lookout cruise the last couple of years due to weather, but this time the cruisers were treated to a Bermuda high with light winds and relatively cool air. We enjoyed sunny skies and starry nights, actually sleeping under a light blanket! 
Seven boats set out from Oriental around 0900 on Wednesday, the 28th of June. Jerry & Donna Luh on BLUEJACKET, Chris & Chris Jr & Chris (III) on JORUM (3gen Bad Behre Boys!), Ray & Kathy Ruppert on LADY K, Jerry & Elizabeth Buckman on STIMULUS, Ken & Carol Small on MIRANDA, Roger & Leslie Hammer on ANGELYN, and Pat Dallas (single handling) on CAHOOTS. We enjoyed quite a push all the way down the inter coastal and out into the Atlantic, sailing much of the way across the Atlantic until the winds crept too close to our nose. We all anchored in somewhat of a line in the Southwest corner of Cape Lookout Bight, about 30 yards off shore, in about 20 feet of beautiful blue-green water. The winds were piping to about 12 knots so we opted to forgo rafting, but we enjoyed that breeze all day and night. 
Most of us had to set our anchors more than once in order to have enough scope for the depth and forecast winds, and all but one boat were anchored in time for hors d’oeuvres aboard BLUEJACKET. Unfortunately when Roger and Leslie tried to reset their anchor they found themselves too far onto the sand bar extending out from the beach and were hard aground. We tried kedging, hanging on the boom, pulling a halyard with a dinghy, and a mix, but to no avail. Roger and Leslie were in good spirits, though, when they came over for the social on BLUEJACKET. Once back aboard ANGELYN, they waited for high tide to float them off and were free of the sand by 10:30 pm. But more trouble was to confront them as they found the engine would not go into forward gear. They backed away from the sand and dropped anchor, to be pulled home the next day by Tow Boat US to Deaton’s. 
On Thursday some of us took our dinghies over to the Lighthouse for a quite remarkable and scenic tour. We had to hike up the steps inside, but it was SO well worth it! Others went swimming and/or strolling on the beach (about seven feet visibility), or just hung out on their boats. Thursday evening we did a pot luck on BLUEJACKET, then headed over to CAHOOTS where Pat Dallas treated us to ice cream sundaes, complete with all the fixings. PERFECT! After another great night on the hook, Friday morning we all pulled up our anchor(s) and headed home, this time fighting a bit of a current in the inter coastal even though we waited for slack water at Beaufort. 
(Roger and Leslie addendum – BoatUS provided exceptional service. They came out to the Bight twice to check on us and the tow back to Oriental was done very professionally. The Morehead City tow boat passed us off to the Oriental tow boat halfway up Adams Creek. Glad I’ve been paying for the extended towing service since I bought the boat 7 years ago. The total bill if we had had to pay would have been over $1,500…Roger)
Chris Behre
FULL MOON RENDEZVOUS                                                          Dale Montgomery                                   
The July Full Moon trip was a success but you could not have predicted that from the weather forecasts. The forecast was for high winds and a high chance of thunder storms. Ten boats braved the dodgy forecast and sailed and motored over to South River. Six stayed overnight (see asterisk). Bluejacket served as the pot luck platform as they had the biggest anchor and the most confidence in their anchor gear. We all swapped stories and dishes as Jerry and Donna dealt with just possibly too many people on their boat. Many boats raised anchor after dinner and headed back due to the ever present threat of storms.

No thunderstorms hit and moved around the boats leaving us all for the most part dry. Everyone had a good time. I want to thank Jerry and Donna for having everyone aboard. 

    The following boats participated:

Jorum

Lady K *

Wind Melody

Blue Jacket *

Lansa

Simple Pleasure *

Tom Foolery *

Sterling *

Prosperity

Out of the Blue

SCOO ANNUAL PICNIC                                                                   Diane Lemieux                                   
Nearly 50 SCOO members stared down the rain and gathered at the Arlington Place clubhouse to eat, drink and be merry! By noon, the rain had stopped and held off for the rest of the day! O’Town catered the picnic lunch, which included BBQ pork and chicken, corn on the cob and potato salad. For dessert we feasted on popsicles and watermelon and remembered the days of our youth and summer picnics of old. After lunch several folks braved the clouds (?!?) and lounged around in the pool. Veteran members met new members 
and the tradition continues.
WHICH WAY THE WING BLOWS CRUISE                          Will and Beth Martin
On Tuesday July 25th six boats departed the Oriental area for the Which Way the Wind Blows cruise to Beaufort. Four of the six boats met off of Oriental Marker #1 around 11:00 to begin the cruise. Lansa left a little before to get a head start and Jorum followed an hour and a half later. Martinique, Out of the Blue, Simple Pleasures, and Sterling grouped up around Oriental marker 1 to head south. The winds were light and out of the southwest so that put them directly on our nose. All of the boats except Out of the Blue motored across the Neuse and into the Adam’s Creek portion of the AICW on our way to Beaufort. Out of the Blue took advantage of whatever wind was out there to get in a little sail. Even though most of us never raised a sail, we were rewarded that day with cruising on the clearest waters we had seen all season on the Neuse and Adam’s Creek. 
Around 1530 we rounded Radio Island and hailed Beaufort Docks on the VHF for docking instructions as we made the Taylor Creek Junction marker to starboard. The Dockmaster and his assistant put all of us in their basin together. We had only been tied for a few minutes when Jorum rounded the Taylor Creek marker and joined us on the docks.
That evening we dined at Clawson’s restaurant, across from Beaufort Docks for a really great meal. Following dinner, rumors of the Rhum Line bar lured several to investigate this mystery. Fortunately, the Rhum Line existed, but unfortunately, it was closed that night. However, the promise of it opening the next night steered the next night’s dinner arrangements to the Front Street Grill. Front Street Grill houses the Rhum Line Bar, so Front Street Grill was to be dinner on Wednesday. This allowed all who wanted to dine within striking distance of the Rhum Line Bar.
Wednesday was set aside for exploring Beaufort. The weather was clear and made for a great day to wander through the many shops, walk the boardwalk, or explore Beaufort’s maritime museum, with its wealth of relics recovered from BlackBeard’s ship; Queen Ann Revenge. 
The day passed too quickly and before we could fit all of it in, it was time to meet for dinner at Front Street Grill. Front Street Grill provided another spectacular feast and following dinner a number of crews headed to the Rhum Line Bar. Others, who were more interested in quietly walking the waterfront or easing back to their boats for a quiet evening, left the “Rhum Linerers” to their adventure.
Thursday morning came way, way too early as we made preparations for our departure. We took in lines around 07:30 under clear skies and made our way around Radio Island to pick up the Beaufort Ship channel and the AICW back to Oriental. Simple Pleasures decided to wait for the opening of the US 70 draw bridge to take the Russel Slough route up to the Adam’s Creek AICW. 
The entire cruise held mostly blue skies and gentle breezes for the three days. We arrived back at our slips with fond memories of good times with good friends at a great port. 
Boats and crews participating in the cruise:


Jorum – Chris and Jamie Behre
Lansa – Eric and Mary Anne Lind
Martinique – Will and Beth Martin
Out of the Blue – Joe and Carol Glorioso
Simple Pleasures – Rock Rockwell and Diane Lemieux
Sterling – Dennis and Lisa Marlin
MOONLIGHT SAIL                                                                Ray and Kathy Ruppert
Undaunted by thunderstorms, torrential rains and high winds, the captains and crews of the Jorum, Pelican, Lansa, Sterling, Prosperity, Lady Jake and the Lady K gathered to watch a full moon rise over the placid waters of Greens Creek from the exceptional viewing point of Ruppert’s Marina and Salad Bar. As luck would have it, the clouds broke just in time for a captivating group photo which caught not only all the fearless sailors but the moon in all its glory. After the photo shoot, all retired to the “clubhouse” for a variety of superb summer salads, liquid refreshments and a host of sea stories. As everyone departed, there was a growing consensus that this “sail” would soon join each participant’s repertoire of sea tales.


Participating club members and guest crews:

Jorum – Chris Behre

Pelican – Bob and Stacy Taylor

Sterling – Dennis and Lisa Marlin

Lansa – Eric and Mary Anne Lind (with neighbor Rich as crew)

Prosperity – Dale Montgomery (with neighbors Bill and Gayle as crew)

Lady Jake – Rusty Boltz and Sharon Jacobs

Lady K – Ray and Kathy Ruppert

DOCK, DINE, AND SWIM, RIVER DUNES                             Chaz and NeldaCoats
A fun time was had by all who attended the 2017 SCOO River Dunes Cruise Friday, August 25th and Saturday, August 26th. All vessels arrived safely and in time for a sunny afternoon of poolside relaxation. Late afternoon beckoned a dockside gathering for “The Famous SCOO Appetizers”. Jim and Jan Nixon won 1st place for their stuffed jalapeños. An elegant dinner followed in the Grace Harbour restaurant on one long, long banquet table with Commodore Ruppert at the “helm”. SCOO welcomed brand new members Kevin and Mary Guilgoyle and also the lovely guests of Joe and Paula Valinoti. Mother Nature ushered a great cruise home.
Lisa Marlin

BATH/WASHINGTON CRUISE                                                    Bob and Stacy Taylor
The scheduled Bath/Washington Cruise for 11-14 September was cancelled due to the weather caused by the remnants of Hurricane Irma. However, five boats took advantage of better weather later in the week and cruised to Bath for two nights on the 13-15 of September. We didn’t have much wind, so we motored both ways. But that was welcome weather for m/v Pelican (Bob & Stacey Taylor) and Gerry Crowley in his Mako. We enjoyed dinner at Blackbeards Slices and Ices the first evening, then a social at the docks for the second evening. The social was highlighted with Gerry’s shrimp – delicious! The other boats – s/v Prosperity (Dale and Debbie Montgomery), s/v Kory (Henry and Karen Van Gamper), and s/v Jorum (Chris Behre). Bath is a great town to visit, albeit pretty limited. 
COMMODORE’S CUP                                                                 Ray and Kathy Ruppert
Unlike last year, when there was no wind, this year’s Commodore’s Cup was delayed a day to allow winds associated with Hurricane Maria to subside. In spite of a day’s delay, the wind gods still challenged each of the participants. Favorable winds gave way to light then quirky winds all of which was accompanied by rising temperatures. This combination of wind, no wind and increasing heat caused two boats to drop out of the race. In spite of such conditions, Joe and Carol Glorioso in Out of the Blue, crossed the finish line first; followed shortly thereafter by Jerry and Elizabeth Buckman in Stimulus. Third place went to Dennis and Lisa Marlin on Sterling and fourth place went to Doug and Lew Carmichael on Whisper. Trophies were presented at the after-race social at Sea Harbour Yacht Club arranged by Dennis and Lisa Marlin. In sum, a fine day on and off the water for all who participated.
SMELL THE FLOWERS, MUMFEST                                        Ray and Kathy Ruppert
Six boats participated in the annual MUMFEST cruise to New Bern, Chris and Jamie on JORUM, Hans on LULU, John and Carol on QUIXOTIC, Rock and Diane on SIMPLE PLEASURE, Lisa and Dennis on STERLING, & Al and Joann on RENOWNED.  We had a delightful sail to New Bern, but dying winds required motoring home.  As always, the comradery amongst SCOO folks was delightful!  As always, we celebrated our arrival on the docks with a sundowner and light snacks before heading out into the town for dinner.  On Saturday we all partook in the festive activities at MUMFEST, ending with a nice SCOO dinner at Chelsea’s.  

Chris and Jamie Behre
SOUTH RIVER PIZZA RENDEZVOUS                                   Ray and Kathy Ruppert
A clear Carolina Blue sky and light wind marked the beginning of this year’s South River Pizza Cruise on October 27 and 28. This year’s cruise was very possibly a historic event for our club in that power boats outnumbered sailboats by a clear margin of two-to-one! The lone sailboat, Lady K, joined power boats Pelican and Meridian for a very pleasant raft up near Lukens’s cemetery. Bob and Stacey Taylor, Kevin and Mary Guilfoyle and Ray and Kathy Ruppert enjoyed hors d’oeuvres followed by several tasty pizzas. After dinner, each boat anchored out to enjoy a brilliant golden sky as the sun set on the calm waters of our anchorage. Boats left early the next morning under cloudy skies to enjoy the rest of the weekend. Congratulations to Kevin and Mary for completing their second membership cruise and becoming the newest members of SCOO.

Participants:

Bob and Stacy Taylor – Pelican
Kevin and Mary Guilfoyle – Meridian
Ray and Kathy Ruppert – Lady K
SCOO PILOT NOTES                                  Gordon Kellogg
Please prepare your reports and articles in the MS Word format and forward them to me, gpksails@aol.com, as soon as is convenient for the next issue. The schedule for Pilot issue deadlines are: SPRING – April 1, SUMMER /FALL – Sept. 1, WINTER – Dec. 15.  Cruise reports, along with reduced-size photos, should also be sent to our webmaster, Will Martin.   martin257@gmail.com   
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